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Happy New Year 2025 !
Shantam Nirvanam !
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May all sentient beings live in e
peace! s
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The Sun rises from behind Mt. Fuji, 200 kms away from the Futami Okitama Shrine in Ise, Mie
Pref., Japan. The big rock on the left and the small rock on the right symbolize man and wife,
connected divinely with a sacred rope in the Pacific Ocean.
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+18# - The Seven Deities of Good Fortune
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The Seven Happy Deities are all smiles on board the Treasure Boat, wishing you all the best.
They are two male Indian deities; one female Indian deity; two Chinese Taoist deities; one Chinese
Buddhist monk, and one Japanese deity.

The female deity playing a musical instrument sits in the center in the front row.

NA-KA-KI-YO-NO-TO-O-NO-NE-FU-RI-NO-MI-NA-ME-SA-ME-NA-MI-NO-RI-FU-NE-NO-O-TO-
NO-YO-KI-KA-NA (Japanese palindrome) :

Waking up from a long sleepless night, | will sail for tomorrow on board the Treasure Boat as |
enjoy listening to the sounds of the pacific waves.
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There is a folk belief in the traditional Japan that if you put a picture of the Seven Happy Deities
under your pillow on the 2nd day of the New Year, and chant this palindrome 3 times, you will
have a dream of good luck.
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